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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 325TH GLIDER INFANTRY
(82D ATRBORNE DIVISION) AT MOOK, HOLLAND, 1-3 OCTOBER 1Shk
{ RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
(Personsl Experience of a Battalion Headquerters Company Comsander)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the 1lst Battalion, 325th
Glider Infantry, 82d Alrborne Division, at Mook, Holland, 1-3 October
194k. The US Army has committed only foar (L) regiments to combat by
glider. The guestion might arise aa to what characterizes the empley-
ment of glider infantry troops in -com_pa.rison with standard infantry
troops. Some of the questions might be: (1) What happens in the plan-
ning stage just prior to the glider operation? (2) What happens when
the glider troops reach the landing sone? (3) Do we move to an assem-
bly arsa, or do we establish a perimeter defense in accordance with sir=
borne doctrine? and,' the most important question of all: What happens
if some of the gliders do not reach the landing sone?

I- would like to givé & few facts which characterize glider infan~
try tmops' and their tactical employment., Hemember the glider infantry-
wen are not provided with a parachute. They are entirely dependent upon
the skill of the glider pilot and the unfailing performance of the tow-
ship, The glider is towed through the air at an average speed of 120
milés per hour, and over enemy territory alt.it-ude will aversge 500 to
1000 feet. If something unforeseen goes wrong, the glider must lande
In a matter of seconds, decisions must be made — Where is the enemy?
Where can we land safely? What action must be taken immediately after
landing? |

However, discounting any danger that may be inherent in entering
combat by glider, such means of transportation is inspiring, and in some
ways has its advantages. As the glider troops fly over enemy territozﬁr
looking down on the terrain, ground obstacles such as swamps, dense woods,

rivers ~ mean nothing to them -~ they are above these difficulties. The




glider men thank God they are flying and not covering endless miles on
;Bary feet. | |

Natufally, there is one fact that cannot be discounted - the fear
and feeling of helplessless against anti*aircraft fire. If the glider
is forced tq land alone in enemy territory, the possibility of becoming
a casunalty, or a prisoner of the enemy, is likely.

The problem of all gliders taking off from the airfield on any par-
ticular opsration, and reaching the landing zone within a reaéonable
time of each other, and within a reasonable dlstance of each other, is
yet to be solved. In no operation to date in which the 824 Airborne Di-
vision has participated, either in combat or in training, have all the
gliders of a unit as.large ag a company, reached the landing zone. The
most eritical period to glider landing troops ié the time between re-
lease from the tow-plane and the clearing of the landing area. In addi-
tion to the troops being extremely vulnerable to enemy ground action,
the gliders themselves are a menace and a hazard to the personnel land-
ing. No prefioua glider operation of the 325th Giider Infantry Regiment,
either in training or in actuzl combat, has been withdut casualties on
the landing zone, |

As an example, I would 1like to give my experience that occurred
during the invasion of HOLLAND. LO2 gliders carrying the 325th Glider
IFfantry Regiment took off from airfields in ENGLAND on 23 September
194k, bound for HOLLAND. It was a calm, serene, Saturday afternoon.

We had covered approximately 250 miles of a 300 mile flight and all was
going well. The sky was filled with planes as far as the eye could see;
both troop carrier planes with gliders, and fighter aireraft, which
were furnishing air cover to the sky train. Fifteen (15) mimtes from
the landing zone, our tow-ship was hit by anti-aircraft fire. The
plane dived tc the ground, an%ﬁou; glider was left in the air with no

U';O* Y f
tow-ship. One thought wes uthost in each individuel's mind - What will
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happen now? No¢ recognizable landmarks were visible. After what seemed
an unusually long time, which in reality was only a couple of minutes,
'the_ piiot was about to land the glider. Everyone braced themselves; the
wheels touched the ground; a huge ditch loomed before us. In an attempt
to jump the diteh, the landing gear was torn from the glider, the nose
dug in the ground, and the ship flipped over on its back. Fortunately,
no dasualties were apparent, and in secondé the glider was gplonded.

The sound of small arms fire snd the boom of artillery could be
heard in the distance; however, no fire was directed at the glider or
its persormel. As we were endeavoring to orient ourselves on'the map
and on the ground, 5 couple of curious Dutch civilians approached. They
époke English (English is a required subject in Dutch schools) and assis-
ted us in orienting ourselves as to our location from the landing zone.
One civilian lsft on a bicycle for a nearby village, for what reason we
did not know until later. We came to the conclusion tfmt we were ten (10)
miles from our planned landing zone, and imediaﬁdly star‘béd the long
hike to join cur unit. S8Shortly after we had started, a peculisr fehicle
approached from the nearby town, wit,h a siren blowing and a bell ring-
ing. A Dutch civilian in uniform, with a silver badge attached, {not
unlike & Junior G-Man badge) dismounted from the vehicle and informed us
that he was the village Fire Marshsl, and volunteered his services in
transporting us to the landing zone. We quickly voiced our assent, and
alf_l. members of the group mounted the vehicle and we went merrily on our
“way. Entering combat by glider, may under varying conditions, originate
. unusual circumstances. Nothing is ever certain and anything may happen.
(1)
| THE GENERAL SITUATION

It may be recalled that by 1 September 194l the Allied Armies were
fighting virtually unopposed through FRANCE and BELGIUM, acroas eastern
FRANCE toward LUXEMBOURC and GERMANY, and through southern FRANCE toward

{1) Personal knowledge.




the VOSGES Mountains snd the German border. (2)

During the period 1-15 September, the 2lst Army Grouwp Group, com-
gisting of the Canadian First Army and the British Second Army, comman-
ded by General Sir Bsrnard L. Montgomery, advanced rapid]q- lnd with spec-
tacular success, through HELGIDM to the border of HOLLAND. As the Bri-
tish forces approached the German homeland, enemy resistance stiffened,
arl the rapid progress that had marked the advance to, and the capture
 of, the port of ANTWERP, was materially impeded. ({3)

By 10 September 19LL, the Allies were at the threshold of GERMANY,
facing north and east along the general line ANTWERP - AACHEN - METZ,
and south to the frontier of SWITZERLAND. (See Map A) |
_ The enemy had withdrawmn to 1:.he formidable defenses of the Seig-
fried Line, where he was to make a determined effort to repel any Ale
lied penetration of the German homeland. (L)

The Allied Armies, after glorious successes throughout the sﬁmer,
were in a serious situation. The problem of logistics had become an
almost insurmountable obstacle, The elasticity of the supply lines,
previously strained, was noir dangerously near the breaking point. Al-
though all of FRANCE and HELGIUM (with the exception of E)ULOUGNE,
CALAIS, and DUNKIRK) had been freed of the enemy, the Allies were re-
ceiving the ﬁajor portion of their supplies over the original invasion
besches. The,ports of CHERBOURG and LE HAVERE, both major French ports
before the war, .had been captured; however, neither of the two were |
operating sufficiently to relieve the burden of unloading supplies over
the NORMANDY beaches. LE HAVRE, once a major port, was almost entirely

demolished by the Germans prior to thelr surrender of the city. CHER-

BOURG, although mot too bedly damaged, was of little value to the Al-
lies, having been primarily a passenger terminal before the war, and

did not possess adequate facilities for the processing of incoming sup-
plies. ANIWERP, the ihird largest port in the world, was captured intact,
(2) A1, pe 595 (3) A1, po 63 (L) A-1, p. 65-66




yet its use as & supply base was denied to the Allies, by virtue of f.he
Germans holding the entrance to the harbor, and the islands of the
SCHELDE ESTUARY to the north. (5)

- The supply sitnation at this time was growing more acute by the

hour - gasoline, food, ammnition - without which we could not fight,

- Were being consumed in quantities 'greater than our capacity of replen-

ishment. (6)

General Eisenhower was confronted with one o’f two possibilities:
(1) to continue the offemnsive without adequate supplies, or, (2) to
assume the delfenive, which would necessarily have to be organiszed
throughout the long winter, in order to build up for an offensive in
the early spring. The possibility of an offensive at this time, wit-h
limited supplies, was not feasible., Shifting from offense to defense
. would result in low morale within the Allied ranks, prolongation of the
war, and.loss of the initiative. Time would permit the enemy to re~
group his armies, construct additional defenses, and to further the
devei_oment of secret weapons. (7)

The Suprems Commander, after carefﬁl considaration, made‘ the de-
cision to divert all available transportation and suppiies from the
various sectors of thé Allied Armies to the support of .t.he British 21st
Army Group in the north. The decision entailed the launching of a major
offensive arcund the noi*t.hérn extremity of the west wall to turn the
right flank of the enemy defense, and enable a l;reakthrougﬁ to be per-
petrated through the Rhur Valley and into the Cologne plain. The north-
ern flank of the Seigfried Line was the weakést link of the enemy de-
fense, and with a penetration being accomplished through this sector,
the tremendous problern- of launching a frontal asttack on the Seigfried
Line and the subsequent crossing of the Rhine B.iver in the face of
enemy resistance, would be solved. ({B8) |

(5) A2, p. 205-2225 (6) A-12, p. 68-70; (7) A-12, p. 70-T;
. (8) A-13, p. 115. - ‘

8




T

THE ALLIED PLAN

Just prior to 1 September 19Ll, the First Allied Airborne Army wes
organized in ENGLAND. This new army, commanded by Lt. Geméral Bz;oreton,'
consisted of the British lst Airborne Division, the US 82d and 10lst
Airborne Divisions, and the lst Polish Parachute Brigade. (9)

~ The projected opesration, designated MARKET-GARDEN, entered the
planning stage on 10 September 19kl and included the joint operation
of the newly orgenized lst Allied Airborne Army and the British 2lat
Army Group. (10) | |

The general plan ‘aar outlined by the Supreme Allied Gomanderl en-
visioned an attack through HOLLAND, around the northern flank of the
Seigfried Line, and into the heart of GERMANY, with the greatest
s'&eng'bh .in air power, ground troops, and logisiical support, possible.
(11)

A major thrust through this sector presanted several advantages:
(1) Intelligence sources provided the information that the grest bulk
of the German army was in this area; (2) capture of the "flying bomb"
sites was of the utmost importance in order %o relieve ENGLAND of this
menace; .(3} our imperative neéd for. the use of ANTI’IE‘RP.aa a port for
unloading supplies; (L) an imperative need for close support air fields
in BELGIUM and HOLLAND; and, {5) at this season of the year, the terrain |
offered by the Gologn§ plain afforded the most likely av?nus of advance
into GERMANY. (12} |

Operation MARKET-GARDEN was divided into two distinet yet inte-
grated and coordinated parts. The general plan outlined a drive of the
21lst Army Group along the axis EINDHOVEN -~ NIJMEGEN - ARNHEM (Operation
GARDEN), and the landing of the Airborne divisions of the First Allied
Airborne Army, by parachute and glider, at EINDHOVEN, GRAVE - NIJMEGEN =
ARNHEM to eecure the axis of advance (Operation MARKET). (See Map B)_
(13)

(9) A=1, p. 623 (10) A-12, p. 72-73; (21) A-1, p. 62; (12) &-1, p. 623
(13) a-2, p. 226 _ _
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Diversionary afforts were to bas employed in the southern sector
of the Allied front, in order to continue the engagement of as many
enemy forces as possible, and to disguise the location of the main
effort. (1k) |

FLAN OF THE 21ST ARMY GROUP

- "t was the intention of the Comaangler-in—dhief, 21st Army Group,
to advance north across the MAAS, WAAL, and LFK (NEDER RIJN), form a
strong beachhesd north of ARNHEM, snd contimue north into HOLLAND and
east against the REICH. ‘i'he main axis of advance was EINDHOVEN - GRAVE -
NIJMEGEN - ARNHEM - - - - - oM
WAirborns Corps were to capture and hold crossings over the canals
and rivers on - - - ~ the main axis of admnca, from EINDHOVEN to in-
clude ARNHEM,® (15) |
All Airborne troops, British, American, and Pﬁliah, were organi-
zed as Airborne Corps under the command of General F.A.M. Browning, to
facilit.ate comeand responsibility for the Airborme phase of the opera-
tion. (16) |
The m:!.sg;on of 'bhe 2131:. Army Group was stated as follows:

as. The 3.0151: Airborne Divigion was to land by parachute
and glider in the vicinity of EINDHOVEN - UDEN to see
cure the commmnications and road ceniter of EINDHOVEN,
and the bridge over the Wilhemina Canal at SQHN,

- be The 824 Airborne Division was to land by parachute and
glider in the vicinity of NIJMEGEN to secure the bridge
over the MAAS River at G‘RAVE, the "-ms JFEE HEIGHTS,
the bridges over the MAA JAAL Cana
over the WAAL River at NIJMEGEN.

¢+ The lst British Airborne Division was to land in the
viecinity of ARNHEM to secure the city of ARNHEM and es-
tablish a bridgehead over the LEK River.

de The 1lst Polish Parachute Brigade was to drop south of
ARNHEE to assist the 1st British Airborne Division in
securing the bridgehesd cver the LEK, and to render sup-
port in defense of the bridgshead.

¢. The British Second Army, spearheaded by the Guards Ar-
mored Division, was to break ocut of the esteblished -

(1) a-1, p. 625 (15) A-8, p. 13 (16) A~12, p.72
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bridgehead north of the MEUSE - ESCAUT Canal, advance
rapidly northward to establish contact with the Air-
borne units, and to continue the drive to the ZUIDER
ZEE. ‘ |

f. The lst Canadian Army wes to advance on the left flank

" of the Guards Armored Division and advance north and west
to clear the SCHELDE ESTUARY and free the port of ANTWERP.

(See Map B) (17) (18)

The route of advance of the 2lst Army Group lay over the widest
parts of the two largest rivers in Europe, the Meuse (MAAS) and the
Rhine (WAAL), togsther with mumerous crisscrossing csnals and imn-
dated areas. Most of the rbads, particularly the axis of advance,
were built up at least fifteen (15) feet above the surrounding country-
side. The British Second Army was to advance on a very narrow front,
keeping to the main road unless ispeded by enemy active or passive
defenses_. The flanking units were to advance more slowly, clearing
isolated, by-passed pockets of resistance. (19) |

Surprise and speed of advance were essential, Information rela-
tive to enemy troop dispositions and prepared defensive positions was
obscurs, hqwéve_r it was felt that f_hg major bridges along the axis of
~ advance would be defended by both anti-aireraft defenses and small
ground force units. Intelligence sources had provided the information
that Beav:r flak batteries were present in the NIJMEGEN - ARNHEM ares;
however distinet ground force designations could not be aacertaiﬁed-

The plan of the 2lst Army Group was daring in its concept. Sup-
plies of gasoline, oil, ammunition, food, and tranaport were adequate
for success only if minor opposition was enccuntered. If major oppo=-
gition was enoountéred, the posaibilities of success and relief of
the Airborne troops would be marginal. If successful, the operation
would materially shorten the war; if unsuccessful - only the :Nturé
held the answer to the fate of our Airbornme troops, specifically, and
the Allied effort, generally. {20)

(17) A=Y, pe 673 (18) A-2, p. 226~230; (19) A-12, p. 725 (20) A-12,
p‘ 71"'720

11




PLAN OF THE 82D ATBBORNE DIVISIOR

The 82d Airborne Division, after its return to ENGLAND from the
battle ‘of NORMANDY on 1 July 194k, began an intensive program of
training in anticipation of future Airborne operations. Lessons
learned in the Airborre landing in NORMANDY were emphasized, and all
efforts were made to eliminate in training those mistakes made in
prévious operations. (21) . |

On 15 September 19hl, the 82d Airborne Division was closed and
sealed within the marsheling area. All troops were b_riefed_ on the
16th of September in preparation for the take-off of the initial 11fts
of paratroops and gliders on D-ﬁay, 17 September 154k. (22)

The mission of the 82d Alrborne Division was as follows:

'Land by parachute and glider commencing D-Dsy south of NIJMEGEN;
seize and hold the highway bridges across. the MAAS River_ at GRAVE and
the WAAL River at NIJMEGEN; seize, organige, and hold the high ground
batween N;JIEGEH and GROESEEEK; deny the roads in the division area
to the enemy = = = = = = = = = = = = = - o! (23j

The 505 Parachute Infantry Regiment was to land during the after-
noon and evening of D-Day on DZ *N%; seise GROESEEEK and the surround-
ing high ground; establish and maintain contact with 50k Parachute
Infantry at bridges "7% and *8%; and mop up the area within ite zone
of responaibility. ($ee Map C)

The 504 Parachute Infantry (less B Company) was to drop on D-
Day on DZ “O%; seize and hold the bridge over the MAAS River at GRAVE;
seize and hqld_ bridges “74, ngn, and "o, over the MASS ~ WAAL Canalj
establish épd maintain contact with 505 Parachute Infantry at bridges
W7% and W8%, and with 508 Parachute Infantry at bridges "9 and W10%;
snd mop up the ares within its sector of responsibility.

E Company, 50l Parachute Infantry, was to drop south of the bridge
(21) A-9, p. 1; (22) Personal knowledge; {23) 4-9, p. 1 |
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at GRAVE, and in conjunction with the main force of the regiment, seizé'
and hold the btridge, (See Map C)
_ oes #ap u) ,

~ The 508 Parachute Infaniry Regiment was to drop on D-Dsy on DZ
“T®; be prepared to seize bridge over the WAAL River at ﬁIJltEGEN;
seize and secure LZ"‘TN for subsequent glider landings on D ¢ 1; es;-
tablish and maintain contact with 50L Parachute Infantry at bridges
#9% and W1O®; and mop up the area within its zone of responsibility.
(00 Nep ©) .

The 325th (Glider Iafantry Regiment was to land by glider on D-4
1j'on LZ %T*; assemble in division reserve west of GROESHEEK; and be
prepared to attack in direction of NIJMEGEN and bridges "9% and W10,
(Soe Map C) (2h) .

nin—

All parechute units of the 82d Airborne Division, with the ex-
ception of minor mix-ups, landed on achedule on D-Day,. in the vicinity
of planned drop szones, (25) -

However, on D } 1, when subsequent glider landings of the 325th
Glider Infantry Regiment were to take place, adverse weathsr con-
ditions set in over ENGLAND and HOLLAND. As will be subsequantly
developed, the 325th Glider Infantry was delayed until D ¢ 6, 23 Sep-
tember 19lL. 26) | ’

OPERATIONS OF 62D ATRBORNE DIVISION - D-DAY - D # 6

- Enemy reaction to the initisl landings on D-Day was prompt; how
ever not too well organiged. Prepared defenaive positions in the
RETCHSWALD FOREST and the general vicinity of the bridge sites were
the source of harassing fires throughout D-Day. Estimated strength
of enemy troops was placed at approximately eight (8) battalions.

Initial D-Day ebjectives were captured Ly each elemsnt of the
division, The bridges over the MAAS River at GRAVE, and the bridges
over the MAAS - WAAL Canal, were captured intact, with the exception
(24) A~%, p. 1-3; (25) A-12, p. 90; (26) Personal knowledge.
| a3




o | o

of bridges #"9® and W1OW, which were blown by the enemy.

On D |-‘1, 450 gliders were landed, carrying elements of the 307th
Airborne Medical Company and artillery wnits. Due to poor flying
weather and very high winds, a number of the gliders overshot the

| landing zone at GROESBEEK (LZ ®T®) and were last seen flying over the
REICHSWALD FOREST into GERMANY., Onr D + 2, advance elements of the
Guards Armored Division established contact with the 50h Parschmte In-

fantry at the GRAVE bridge.

During the period D ¢ 2 -~ D 4 6 inclusive, all elements of the
82¢ Airﬁorﬁe Division were sngaged in mopping up their respective -
zones of responsibility, and repelling vigorous, well-supported coun-
terattacks from the area of REICHSWALD FOREST and north of the HA.AS
River in the vicinity of MO0K. The division, as a whole, had an area
of 25000 square yards as its zone of resi:orisibility.i The division
commander had no reserve elements with which to Llimit penstrations
through the hastily organized position. BRach counterattack by the
enemy succeeded in penetrating the division defar;ses by as much as
1000 yards in some sectors. To restore the main line of resistance,
it was necessary for the division commander {o weaken other portions
of the line. During the period D + 1 -D 4 §, gaps of 1000 yards and
greater, laterally, existed betwsen elements of the division, It is
fortunate that a more determined enexy was not encountered.

By D % 6, firm contact had been established with the advaﬁcing
forces of the British Second Army, which relieved the 824 Airborne
Division of the responsibility of & 25000 square yard perimster de-
fense, and the defense in atrenéth. of the bridge within the ares. (27)

At Aﬁﬂm, the 1lst British Airborme Division was being subjected
to terrific counterattacks. Dus to heavy flak installations in the
imnediate vicinity of the town, the diviaion was forced to land eight |
(27) A-9, p. 2-9. |
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(8) miles from ARNHEM, and, through error in intelligence {British),
actual planned landing zones and drop zones were occupied by German
troops. {28) ' |

-During the pericd D-Day, D # 5, the success of the Airborne ele—
ments at both NIJMEGEN and AHNHEM was strictly marginsl, due to lack
of reinforcements by sir, slow progress by the British ground troops
in effecting contact end relisf of the Airborne elements, and the
lack of supplies., Resupply by air for the first six (6) days of the
operation was 25% to 50% effective, due to adverse weather conditions,
and the existence of heavy anti-aircraft installations around the
airhead. (29) |

"By D -l- 6, the 824 Airborme Division was engaged in consolida-
ting the general defensive line as indicated. {See Map D)

OFERATIONS OF THE 325TH GLIDER INFARTRY - D +# 6 - D + 13

The enticipated take-off of the 325th Glider Infantry Regiment
by glider on D + 1 did not materialize due to poor flying conditionas,
Troops were maintained on one (1) hour alert for period of six (6)
days prior to actual take-off in anticipatim' of taking sdvantage of
& temporsry break in the weather. The primery recrestion of the
troops within the confines of the airfield cdnsiated chiefly of
counting the planes t.ai:a off for s resupply mission, and counting
them again upen return. Seeing the C-47's return with one wing shot
of f, holes up to three {3) fest in dismeter in the fuselage, and dama~
ged landing gear, not to mention the wounded crew members, did not
materially contribute to the morale of the troops. The men of the
325th knew their day of destiny was approaching. Rumor 1o the effect
that no flsk batteries were operational over the flight route were
dispelled Gy the sppearance of tﬁe resupply planes.upon their return
from each mission.
(28) A-2, p. 230-240; (29) 4-12, p. 97-121.
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. During the six {6) day period, three (3) cases of psychoneurosis
developed within the regﬁan‘b. - One man in particular, a sli_ght]y nar=
vous member of the lst Battalion Headquarters Company Commmnications .
Section, was found lying on the ground at midnight, completely rigid
in every muscle, however still conscious.' Needless to say, he was
evacuated, where his recovery, we later learned, was miraculous in its

:
speed of culmination.

Bach day of bad weather, the division commander frantically ra-
dioced the airfield to send in the 325th. From these messages we
gathered that all was not going too well with the paratroop elements
that had dropped on D-Day. However, the Air Corps refused to fly .;: '-
their planes in the bad weather, regardless of the urgent desire of
the B2d4 Airborne Division commander. (30)

On the might of 22 September 194, we wers informed that good
weather was promised for the next day, and that the take-off was to
be the following afternocn, 23 September 15kk. Simultanscusly, we
received the order that our original landing zone had bean changed
to LZ %OW, between the MAAS River and the MAAS - WAAL Cansl. This
necessitated z briefing of the men, the glider pilots, and general '
overall change in ground assembly points and arees. This change also
gave rise to cori:]ectura smong the troops as to what and how mmch they
wers to expect on landing. (31)

On the afterncon of 23 September 19kk, the 325th Glider Infan-
try Regiment took off in 402 gliders rfro'm six (6) airfields in ENGLAND.
Due to the shortage of trained glider' persomel, only one (1) glider
pilot was present for this three and one-half (33) hour flight, where-
a8 in previous operationa of shorter durapion, both a pilot and co-
pilot had been provided. The senior officer .or non-commissioned offi.
cer of each glider group was ordered to ride in the co-pilotls seat
{30) Personal knowledge; (31) Personal knowledge.
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- to aspist the pilot in datarmipiﬁg the planned landing zone and 2 spe-
cific landing site. Bach group leader was given thirty (30) minutes
‘intensive instruction in glider pilgt training. Should the glider
pilotlbecona fatigued, oi a casualty, during the long ride, the group -
leader, an infantryman, would be in a capacity to render assistance
in landing the glider. It was reported that a few of the infantrymen
whé had QBcasion to serve physically and technically as a gliddr_co-
pilot, were later awarded the Air Medsl for their action in this ope-
ration. {32) | .

Three hundred and fifty-one {351) gliders reached the planned
landing zone. _Tﬁo (2) gliders_land@d in ENGL&HD, six (6) landed in
the English_Channel; and forty-three {43) were released between the -
coast and the landing gone. Ten {10) were never accounted for. Anti-
aircrart_fire wﬁs intense in snﬁw sections over which the flight
route layg_hqwuvsr; the superior conduct of the air fighter cover
cog;:ibntgd‘to“thg neutralization of these dgfenses. During the
landing, hinety (90) of the gliders were dsmaged as a result of the
terrain encountered or the landing zone. ({33)

The regiment, upon landing, moved to an assembly area north-
‘west of GROESEEEK and awaited further orders from the diviaion com-
mandgr._ It was not aﬁticipated‘that we would remain long in this
area, as the extended frontage occupied by the division pru-destinad
the commitment of the regimﬁnt to one (1) of the four (L) sectors of
the front. On 2L September 194k, the regiment relieved the 505 Para-
ghute'Infantrg in the vicinity of MDOK. .Therdivision defensive po-
sition was now occupied by four (L) regiments, plus one {1) battalion
of Airborne Enginaera, ccvering_ﬁ fifteen (15) mile front. One (1)
battalion of 508 Parachute Infantry reverted to division reserve, the
firgt existence of a division reserve element aincé D-Day. (See “anEl
(3L)

{ 32) Personal knowledge; (33) Personal knowledge; {34) Personal
knowledge, : ,
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325TH GLIDER INFANTRY REGIMENT - SITUATION D ¢ 1,

During the period 24-30 September 1$hli, the 325th Glider Infan-
try Regiment held the defensive line on the right flank of the divi-
sion, extending from the northern tip of the KIEKBERG WOODS south to
the main MOGK highway, west along the highway to the town of MOOK and
south to the MAAS River, with the 3d Battalion on the left, 24 Bat-
tzlion in the center, let Battalion (less B Company) on the right.
B Company was detached from battalion control to form a regimental
reserve west of GROESBERK. (See Map B} {35)

e

On the 30th of September, B Company was attached to the 3d Bat-
talion to support an at.t.ac_k of 'l;he‘Bd Ba_tr_talion in their sector. Dur-
ing the entire day of 30 September, the 3d Battalion reinforesd by B
coapéx:y, ~attacked with little success and suffered a severe counter-
attack during the night, |

18T BATTALION - 325TH GLIDER INFANTRY BEGIMENT
TUATLION — SE

During the afterncon of 30 September, o_iir intelligence sources
provided the information that a heavy Germsan counterattack of divi-
sion strength, reinforced wit-h armor, was expected to be launched
during the night with the main thrust through the right flank of the
325th f_t—egiment, now occupied by two {2) companies of the lst Bat-
 talion. The battalion commander of lst Battalion, upon receipt of
this information, reqt;eatgd the release of B Company from sttachment
to the 3d Ba*;’_t.alrion in ordér for his battalion to reinforce its d.efeﬁ-
sive position. This request was denled, as B Company was engaged in
the attack with the 3d Battalion and could not be withdrawn from the
line. However, the battalion commander was informed that reinforce—_ |
ments were to bs expected from the British 30th Infantry Divieion,
with ons (1) platoon of tanks, priof to darkness. In addition, direct

{35) The following pages are written from personal knewledge; no
- official account of this action has been recorded to datee.
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support of British and American artillery would be provided and re-
main on call in case the counterattack materialized.

. A1l availﬁblo_ persommel from the battalion command post, :Lx;cl;a»
dingr cammunicationg personnel, mess fandr supply personnel, snd aick,
lame, and lazy, were organized into defensive position along the
line MOOK - MAAS River. {See Msp E)

It was later determined that the medical personnel from the
battalion aid station had secured trench knives and dug foxﬁﬁles
along the defense line. This was no time for the Geneva Convention
to interférg with self-preservation. By nightfill no reinforcements
bad arrived, and the battalion commander, having made the rounds of
the front lines, snd checking all positions, ssttled down to await
the inevitable.

The night passed tm;ewen‘l:.i‘u'.{[y as the counterattaek was directed
to the north against the 3d Battalion. By daylight the fceling of
nervousness was abated somewhat by the srrival of the British tank
platoon; however no infantry accoﬁpaniad them,

The morning of 1 October brought news from the regimental com-
mander that the division commander hed ordered another attack by the
regiment during the night and early morning of 2 Qctober. |

325TH PLAN OF ATTACK

~ The regimental commander called the battalion comnde;\:g to-
gether at the regimental command post at 1000 1 October 19hk, to re-
ceive the regimental sttack order. Essential elements of the order
follow: {36)
1. Dlspoaition of . troops:

8. 505 Parachute Infantry will relieve 2d and 3d Ba‘btalion,
325¢h Glider Infantry, in their present pesition, be-
g:l.!ming 2090 1 October,.

]
+

b. Upon relief, the 3d Battelion will move to positions
south of HODK and assume responsibility for the south

( 36) Not quoted from order.
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sector of the line now occupied by the lst Batialion.

c. B Company, upon relief of the 3d Battalion by the 505,
will revert to control of the lst Battalion.

de  2d Battalion, 325th, upon relief by the 505, will revert
to regimental reserve, and be prepared to assist either
1st or 2d Battalion effort.

2. Plan of attack:

a. The 325th Glider Regiment will latnch a coordinated attack
from present front line positions, beginning 0500 2 October,
two {2) battalions abreast, 3d Battalion on the right, to
. seize and secure the towns of RIETHORST, KATERBOSCH, MIDDFL-
AAR, and the high ground beyond. (See Mep F) w j1. jiwm =

. : LA

be Upon securing the objective, a hasty defensive position will 0
be organized in anticipation of relief by the 185 Brigade
(British) the night of 3 October 19kk. .

3« Supporting troops:

a. 320th Qlider Field Artillery Battalion direct support of
the 1st Battalion. .

bs Three {3) brigade (72) guns British medium artillery direct
support of the regiment.

¢» One (1) platoon of tanks attached to each battalion assault.
After final preparation, liaison, and coordination, the bat-~
talion commanders departed the regimental command poste

1ST BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK

The battalion commender, lst Battalion, gave the attack order to
the company commanders at 1400 1 October. Essential elements of the
order follows
1. Disposition of troops:

He 3d. Battalion will effect relief of the right half of the de-
:gz::g:.lim now occupied by C Company, beginning at O00L 3

b, B Company will effect relief of the left half of the defen-
sive line now held by C Company, beginning at 000l 2 October.

cs C Company will occupy positions along the south edge of the
MOOK  highway with its left flank in contact with the right
flank of A Company, and with its right flank in physical con-
tact with B Company.

d. A Company will remain in present position.
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2. Disposition of weappnsa

2. Heavy machine gun platoon (L guns) will occupy positions
within C Company sector, with one (1) section on the left
flank, and one (1) sectipn on the right flank of C Company
pector. Heavy machine guns will remain under battalion
control and will support the attack by fire, displacing
to the final objective on order.

b. 8l-mm mortar platcon remain in present positions, be pre-

-pared to fire pre-arranged concentration in support of the
advance.

ce Attached British tenks to remain in the town of MOOK, and
prepare to support t.ha attack by fire, and to displace on
order.

3+ Plan of attack:

2. 1lst and 3d Battelions will launch coordinsted sttack to
seize the towns RTETHORST, KATERBOSCH, MIDDEELAAR, and the
high ground beyond, from present positions, beginmning 0500
2 October, -

b. B Company will advance within its sector.

ce O Company will support the attack from its pesition along
the highway, and will advance, as its elemsnts are un-
covered, abreast of B Company. _

de Upon seizure of the objective, a hasty defensive position
will be organized in anticipation of relief by the 185 Bri-
gade, night of 3 October,

The enemy situation at this time was known ae to location, how-
ever actual or _potential strength was obscure. The .131'. Battalion
had attemptad to pass reconnalissance p_atrols ’t.hrough the towns to
the front, however none were able to get through., It was definitely
known that the towns were def_énded, ‘and that the enemy main line of
resistance was on the high ground beyond. The RETCHSWALD FOREST, it
was osrtain, contained an unknowmn force of enemy troops, supported
by armor. The terrain to be traversed during the attack offered
every a&mnt.age 45 the enemy and little to the attacker. The highest
ground in the area was domiuated by the enemy, however it was hoped
that, although the ground was relatively flat, some degree of cover
and concealment would be afforded by the mumerous dikes and drainage
ditches. .




CONDUCT OF THE ATTACK

The regimental commander in his atteck order stressed the necess-
ity of enforcing strict noise discipline during the relief of the
units prior to the attack. If the attack was to be assured amy de-
gree of success, secrecy and zjusulting surprise were sssential. The
snemy, by virtue of complete and _undbstructed obgervation u_pén our
front lines, and throughout the entirs regimental sector, was well
aware of our troop disposition. It was not unreaéon_abla to assums
that the enemy was aware of our thinly held right flank, howaver, due
t.q the nature of the terrain, he did not favor this route as & logi-
cal avenues of attack against our position.

‘The terrain within our sector was as level as a table top for
a distance of 1500 yards to the froﬁt, Any movement within that
ares during the hours of daylight would immediately bring artillery
fire from the vicinity of the REICHSWALD. The enemy could watch our
every move, and the slightest indication of the attack to be launched
would be immediately picked upe |

It was decided by the regimental commsnder that no artillery pre-
paration would be fired. Only normal artillery fires were ordered to
be fired during the night. The réli_ef and ah_if-l;ing of tfoops was 40
be accomplished with the greatest degree of secrecy.

Coordination to a fine ﬁgree was necessary in order that the
3d Battalion, B Company and C Company, in their shifting of positicns
after midnight, would be totally prepa.fnd for the attack at 0500 that
morning. |

_ During the afternoon of 1 Octohar? coordination and lisison was
effected ‘wi'l';h the supporting artillery, both British and American.
Each of the British artillery brigades prwide& a liaigon officer teo
our battalion command post. The 3@0th Glider Field Artillery Battalion

Liaison Officer had been with our battalion since 2 September. One
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~ forward observer was assigned %o each of dep;niea' B and C.

Concentrations were planned, and coordinated fire plan was pre-
pared by the artillery liaison officers, and the Bl-mm mortar pla- -
tooﬁ leader. Every foot of g:nunﬂ $o our front was covered by a mum-
bered artillery concéntrati&n.

‘An Bl-smm mortar cbserver was assigned tc each assault rifle com-
pany. The 8l-mm wortsr plgtoén,“consisting.of six (6) guné, wag ope-
rating as an a;tillefy battery, and were highly frained in the con-
duct of their firing.

Plans were made to issue extra ammunition, rétiuné, and water to
each assault company prior to the“attack. During the conduct of the
~attack, smmnition resupply was to be hand carried along the axis of
the main road.

The battalion aid station, battalion command post, and amhunitiou‘
sapply point were to remain in the town of MOOK. No displacement of
‘either of these installations was anticiﬁated.

. The first elements of the 3d Battalion began to arrive in C Com-
?W position at 0030, and the shift of G Company to_tl__ae left was '
initiated. B Company was halted in the town of MOOK, prior to their
relisving c-cdupanv,“ip order for the company commender to make a
fi“a;i¢3°95;°9 the qonditian of his men, an@ the status of ammanition
and-pations. Exira rations and ammnition were issued to B Company
at this tims,

The company commander of B Gampény was a newly joined Lieutenant;
having been agsigned to the battalion upbn our return to ENGLAND from
NORMANDY. A great number of the men also were replacements with no
combat service prior to the HOLLAND operation. The men had the look -
of weariness and fatigue‘etched'én their faces. Some of their uni-
forms were torn. These men had been attacking cver.almnat impossible-

‘terrain for the past twelve (12) hours, and without rest they were
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being _committgd to-launch the min_effqr_'t in the coming attack. | The
company commander seemed somewhat nervous, and tried very Hard to
conceal it. His indoeirination bad been anything btut gradeszl,

Due to the necessity of exireme quiet, and the maintaining of

strictest cautien in mevement, the disposition of troops was not

entirely accomplished until almost 0500, the tims for crossing the

line-of departure. At 0500 the heavy machine gun platoon was still

' engaged in digging their gun emplacements,

However, at 0500 the attack was launched. The battalion com-

ST .

msnder established his observation post in the sector of A Company
from which at daylight he would have & commanding view of ‘t.hé ter-
rein. Commnicstions were sstablished by radio, and a wire line was
laid from the battalion switch board to the battalion observation
post, the heavy machiné_ gun platoon leader, and.(:' Company.

‘During this season of the year in the low areas in HOLLAND, es-
pecially along the rivars,l 8 heavy fog descends each night and i'a—
mains until appm:d.mtel# 0900 each morning. It 1;23 m’biciﬁated this
fog would aid the attack by affording concealment after daylight, and

by the fact that fog minimizes the distance that seund carriea, It

was also anticipated that by 0900, the company would have advanced %o

the protection of the small rise in the ground and the farm buildings .
about 1200 yards to the front. | |

The fog on this particular morning was exceptionally dense, and
reduced viéibi]ity to pi-aetically zero. Contact with adjacent troops
was practically impossgible. It was necessary to advance practicall&
hand in hand in skimisﬁ line formation.

The attack 'pi'ogressad without incident. It was now 0500; the
fog was still hanging_heavily over the countryside. It would have
been impossible for the enemy o have observed .any indication of
movenent between the highway and the river. Kot a sound of the enemy
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had besn heard since our troop_a‘had crosgsed the ID. No artillery
fire was going over in either direction., Silerice prevailed! |

At 0915, B Company commander informed the battalion cemmander
that centact had bsen lost with the 3d Battalion, and difficulty was
being encountered in re-estatlishing contact. The 3 Battalion com~
mander was contacted by radio te det-gmiﬁe the exact location of the
3d Battalion troops. A4s the fog pro?libitad visibility, the 34 Bat-
talion commander could not defiﬁit.ely place his troops on thes ground.
The lst Battalion coﬂand@r directed B Company, Upon receipt of this
in.formation, to coﬁt.inua the advance and attempt, while hdv.ancing,
to re-establish contact with the adjacent unit. |

C Company commshder informed the battalion commander that appro-
ximately two (2) squads of his right platoon had been uncoversd by
the advance of B Cmpnny, and that they were now advancing abreast
of, and in physical contact with, B Company. This action also un-
.covered.the. right sec_‘tion of heavy machine guns. To alleviate gt.ha
possibility of the h.e.avy machine guns ha;ving Itheir fireMgaé{kEﬁ'by
the advancing troops, the heav;: machine gun platoon leader was di-
‘rected by telephons to Qt:'b;ééyrt.lhe .rj.ght section of the heavy machine
guns o C Company, and f;a;;her directed C Company comsander to re- |
inforce his advance by having thia section of heavy guns admcé with
his company. | |

The atback contimed, however the going was slow, due to the
fack that visibility was limited, and also the fact that the advan-
'c.inz troops were weary and tired. Sunddenly at 0930 tﬁe fog lifted,
as if a light had been suddenly switéhed on in & darkened room. |
Everything on the battlefield stood out in bold relief. The attack-
ing force, advancing in an vpright ﬁosition, were as statues on the
ground, We were approximately 600 yards from our objective at this
time, Almost immediately, ensmy observation was utiliszed to their
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advantaéa. From the vicinity of the REICHSWALD, heavy c'oneentration _
of artillery fire began to fall on B Company and along the rcad in
the C Company position. Machine gun fira.opened up firom the vicinity
of the small rises in the ground to the froni. (razing firo was ob-
tainable to the limit of the capabilities of the enemy weapons. Our
own machine guns, together with the fires of C Company, were poured

" into the area to our front; however, its neutralizing effect was |
Limited by- the inability of the gﬁnners to determine the exact lo-
cation of the enemy weapons. | :

The first burst of machine gunﬁ coming from the small knob
directly to the fromt of B Company, killed the company comsander,
the,arﬂillery forward observer, and the platoon leader of the lst
platoon. The men had unwittingly walked into a death trap. It does
not seém péssible that the fog, which had. contributed so mach to
our gt;\u;?s_e thus far, could suddenly lift without warning. The men of
B Company had no chance to escape the devastating fire. There was
& mad rush in all directions. Rach man was endaavoriﬁg to seek cover,
which was impossible to find.

| Imsediately upon obssrving the enemy fire coming from the general_‘
direction of the town of KA’.[E-IBOSGH, the battalion commander called
for_:i)re-planned artillery concentration. Two (2) brigades 6_1‘ British
ertillery fired a ten {10) minute concentration. It seemed as if the
very earth was being pulvérized by the high explosive ammmiﬁion. At :
the same time, the Jl-mm mortar was .firing observed fire o.n the sus-
pected location of the enemy machine guns.‘ |

Artillery fire continued to rain on the road, and the low gfound
between tha road and the river. Any indicatlion of movement would
bring ten {10) rounds of Aarti'ilery fire from the vicinity of the
EIGHSWQID, The battalion commander radioced an urgent request for

air support, through the regimental commander. Fifteen (15) minutes
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later, rocket firing 'spitfirexs. were attacking the REICHSWALD, in an
effort to e.liminat,e the artillery positions and the enemy cbservation
post, suspected to be located on Hill 96.

The attack was stalemated - there was no contact between the 3d
Battalion and B Company. At 1100 the exscutive officer at the bat-
talion CP excitedly called the battalion commander to find cut what
was going on. At this time the battalion commander had left the ob-
servation post for the B Company sector. He was franticafl.‘ly endeavor-
ing to personilly organiﬁé_. the disrupted company. The men were wide-
ly sep#raﬁed, a:;d when called to, were reluctant tc answer or give |
indicaﬁion as to their location, The men of this company, having
been contimuously in the attack for the past twenty-four {2L) hours
wai'e weary, nervous, and shaky. They had been driven to the .limit
of their endurance. Only forty (LO) men could be located. The woun-
ded weﬁ lying in the open, crying for help. The company ald meﬁ were
doing their best to relieve the surfering. The situstion was beyond
comprehension. _ |

The battalion commander, succeeding in organiszing B Company in
~a hastily drawn up 'line, contacted the conrpahy comnander of A Company
and directed him to dispatch ome (1) of the platoon leaders of his
gompany to assume command of B Company. By 1200 the froat line was
fairly quiet. (ontact could not be established with the 3d Battelion
on the ground, due to the wide frontage now existing. A gap of four '
hundred (40O) yards existed batmen the two battaliona.

The regmnt.al commander, having been informed by radio of the
recent developments came to the battalion observatifr}\;;;n being in-
formed of the situation, and with the prospect of a counterattack by
the ensmy t.hrough the gap between the battalions, he directed the
first and thind battalions %o re-organize their present positions,/ihisx,? |

He further informed the battalion commander that the 2d Battalion.
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would be committed in the gap betmsén battalions, and a coordinated
attack would be launched during the night ’?o seize the regimental
_ ob;leétiva. Hmver,' the 2nd Battalion could not be maneuvered into
pqsitiori pri;ar to darkness. _

The period from 1LOO to 2000 was épe_nt‘ in re-organisging the com-

panies, ( Company was given a wider sector in order to compensate

for the wide frontage occupied hy B_Comﬁ#njr. During the afternoon,
twenty (20) men from B Company were rounded up near the battalion cP;
where they had withdrawn at the first outburst of fire in the morn-
ing. Ammmition was hand carried to the heavy machine platoon, and
the riflemen. The smmmnition of the 8l-mm mortar platoon was replen-
ished. _Gasualties from the moeraning action wers evacuated. bne sec—
tion of tanks was displaced forward to & position in rear of the ob-
servation post to support the night attack. _ |

The 24 Battalion began to move into position st 2100. By 1100
all elements of the regiment had accomplished ooordinatiqn and con-
tact was phyeically made on the ground with all adjacent trcops. The
roginpnﬁal commander direected that _E“i?, battalion would leunch the
attack at midnight. A ten (10) mimmte artillery preparation would
be fired by 9§ guns of British and Assrican artillery, at H-_-iﬁ.

~At 1130 the enemy launched a counterattack of company strength
supported by two (2) tanks. The attack was directed at the right
flank of .B Company. The eﬁemy penetrated the line on the boundary
betwean 'the. 1st. aﬁd 2d Battalions for a distance of approximately
one hundred (100) yards. Immediately at the first outburst of enemy
fire,. the battalion commander called for the 96 gun artillery prepa~
ration. For ten {10) minutes the earth rocked to the echoes of the
exploding sh_ells.. The count«“eratt.ack wes arrested. The 2d Battalionl
immediately was ordered to advance to clear the enemy from the town
of KATEREOSCH. 'The lst and 34 Battelions were to advance on the
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right and left.

The regimen£ could not assume the defensive. Any penetration
of our lines would give the eheny free #ccess to cur rear areas,

No reserve was available to.atem fhe afivance of another counter-
attaci. - .

C Company and B Company wers prbgressing rapidly toward their
objective. It appeared that the enenmy was withdrawing in the RSIGHS-
WALD, and that the counterattack was to shield the withdrawal.

| It was a weird, eerie night. A thick gfcnnd haze had settled
over the ground to a height of about four (4) feet. To add to the
effect, the artillery concantrétion had sef fire to @h& houses Iith-h_
in the towns to the front. It was a fascinating, unbelievable sight
to watch men advancing with only their hesd shuuiné, outlined against
the background of the flames. The fog éoncealed the features of the.
men from the shoulders to the ground, giving the-appearancé of body-
less ﬁeads bouncing on the fogs It was enough to make.youf sﬁine
tingle.l |

The advance continued and by 0330, the battalion wes on their
assigned objective. The remainder of the night was spent in re-
orgﬁnizing, replenishing smmunition and water, and on consolidating
the position for a hasty defense,

The men were tired, dirty, and sleepy. They had been subjected
to hell.on earth for a period of twenty-four (24} hours., The sole
consoling factor to the troops was that come ﬁhe following night,
they would be relieved on position by the British, and & mach neecied, :
and well-earned,.respite-wnuld be forthcoming. However; short the
rest period, it would be welcome. .

The afternoen of 3 October, the battalion commander was con—
tacted by officers of the 185 Brigﬁde {British) relative to the re-

lief to be effected after nightfall, The officers inquired as to
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disposition of our front lines, and upon being informed that. we had
attacked the twenty-four (24) period pfevious in order to facili- -
tate thelr effecting relief of our battalion, and to stabilize the
general line, the British in turn informed us that we would not be
i'elieved on poéi‘c-ion, but that the relieving force would occupy the
positions from which we had launched our attacki
A small war was naryowly averted between Allied itroops upon

this information being disseminateds hmrever, ‘the relief was effec—
ted without urdue incident, and after a briefl rest period, the lst
Batialion moved north and occupied & defensivs position overlooking
GERMANY, for a period of fifty ('S_O)Idays ————— but that would
make another story. -

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In analyzing thls operation, it is the opinion of the’_ﬁwrlter
that, both from a Btrategical end tectical standpoint, this gttack N
was totally unnecessary. The mission of the battalion in carrying
out this &ttack, was to seize and secure a limited objective on the
right flank of the division sector. The seisure of this cbjective
would provide a mors established line along the division front;., on
which the British Second Army, after relieving our division, could
organize a sustsined defensé. The fact that the actual relief was
effected on the line from which the attack was launched definitely
indicates a lack_ of physical recormaissance on the part of the Bri-
tish Second Army, and a lack of coordination bet."lleen the Allied forces.

The loss of Iife, battle fatigue, and low morale suffered Ly
this battalion total‘.\.y outmeighed any tactical gain that may have been .
achieved. The sole benefit that may be attributed to the conduct of
this attack, may be expressed in the costly 1easoﬁ§ that were learned.,
As & training exercise, this action was the most reaslistic in whiph
_the writer has to dgtq participated. |

The regimental commender, in order to launch a coordinatad att.ack,
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was forced to disengage his troops from sn attack in one sector and
imnediately commit the full férce of his regiment in another sector.
The time allowed for physical recornaissance and detailed planning
on the part of the battelion commanders wes inadequate. The lst
Battalion, havihg cccupied the defensive position for six {6) days,
was in a more fortunate position however, than were the 2d and 3d
ﬁattailions. The resulting conf?sion, 1o§s of contaﬁt., and general
diruption that ceccurred during the '.conduct_of the attack was direc'b-'-_

1y in proportion to the detailed planning that was effected prior to

JM 4l o | the time the attack began. '
_ W"’A}A The battalion commander of the lst Battalion, in committing B

Compeny to the main effort in this attack, did not take into con-

sideration the fact that thisrconpany had been detached from its par-
ent unit for the past three {3) days, and that it had been attackins
for the entire twenty-four (24} period prior to this attack. The

/?[ ,/}' & :omparv commander of B Company had been assigned to the battalion

W W iwnn]; one {1) month prior to the landing in HGILAND He did not know,

o f‘
{ s by sight all the men in his company, and was not familiar with the
Lt
i "I general organization of the battalion. In contirast, C Comparw, with
0’ ﬂ' & company commander, who had fought with the company since SICILY,

had been physically occupying the line of departure for a period of |
six (6) days, and had ample opportunity- for reconnaissance and ter-
rain e__iraluat.ion. The battalion commander, however, in formulating

his plans, made the deéision to completely shift C Company to the
W‘“’

left sect-or, and commit B Company to the sector formerly occupied by
?/IL C Company. This entailed & complete shift of troops, and no little
M confusion. |
M This attack illustrates vividly the impormnt part. played by
the terrain in the successful conduct of an attack against a deter-
mined snemy. The lst Battalion, denied favorable terrsin, and oppor-

tunity for detailed reconnzisgance, was placed at a dlsadvantage
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before the attack was launched. It is my opinion that a flank atiack,
emanating from the left sector of the lst Battalion womld have been
more successful, due to the fact that some semblance of cover and con-

cealment could be found in that area, The conduct of a fromtal attack

W M/ l/marex' level ground, completely devoid of cover and concealment, has

very little chance of success, and certainly is a contribubting fac-
tor to the heavy casualties that are certain $0 result,

The secrecy and surprise with which thj.s attack was launched was
superb. The utilization of the ground fog as an agent of concealment
was extremely fortunate, and in planning for the attack, this fac-
tor was given careful considerstion. The fog, although an asset at
the beginning of the attack, definitely was a detriment to our causge
in the later stages of the advance. The sudden lifting of the fog
resulted in our men being completely exposed and helplsss to defend
themselves against the enemy fire. Had the attack been phased so
that by the time the fog ordinarily lifted, the troops would be in a
position to obtain cover from the enemy firé; | the attack would have
been successful, and less casualties would have resulted. The lst
Battalion, having occupied the position for six (€) days prior to
the attack, was well aware that the fog lifted, suddenly and without
warning, at approximately the same time each morning. .'

- The attack was a success, if success can be mea;ured by the
fact that the objective was seized and secured. Success in this

case was costly, fer beyond the realm of necessity, even in war.

LESSONS

L few autstanding lessong are emphasised by this operation,
and they should be well remmbersd:

S L Secrecy and surprise are essentia.l to the success of an

att-ack when observation a.nd favorable terrain are denied the attack~

“ing .t‘orce.

S
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2, If a state of complete undcrstanding.ia to be develope&'and
{Myﬁjy. maintained between Allied Armies, fa:i;;; coordination of plans and
troop employment must be continuous.
3« Air support, as an added weapon of the attacker, is the

-2 greatest potential factor in obtaining nsutrslization of enemy po-

' sition&a
Zl (értillsry suppcrt 1n ‘this attack & cannot be pralsed {00 high-
LL

Tﬁuﬂ‘&ﬁ lyf) Without artillery support, #o attacker in modern warfare can

hfyv&’w7 expsct to win battlesg

T e e e

5. The utilization of climatic conditlons, and weather con-
Qﬁ"} {Lé’&)wg ditions, as an aid to gaining secrecy and surprise in an offensive,
ﬁu&“” \Lﬂ: E‘T:!.s to be considered with utmost carE.)/Fog in this operation materi-
<2

ally assisted the attacking battalion in the initial stage of the

assault; however, by careful‘planning and phasing of the operation,

the disastrous results that were produced by the sudden dispersion

of the fog, could have been avoided. '

b The ccmmitmant of troops to battle, beyond the physical

B

B s

limits of thelr _endurance, invites dlsaster. Ths battalicn commander

in this operation gave litile consideration to the combat efficiency
. of the troops he selected to participate in the main effort of the |
battalion. |
| 7. The most important lesson defived from this operation may
be expressed in the words of the former Gémmanding‘ﬁenéfal of the 82@

;;L,/ﬂ @ Airborne Division: Widversity is the lot of the Airborne soldier."
_—— ! . S , :
cﬁtﬂﬂff : This quotation equally applies to a8ll combat troops. The horrors of

combat, the loss of our friends, and the intangible results derived
. “1 ] .
from war mst become. accustomed'to. The next time it may be one of

us. o S
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